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PNG Council of Churches response to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic and Vaccination
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PNG Council of Churches is a coordinating body of the 
7 Mainline Churches in Papua New Guinea, mandated to 
be the Prophetic Voice of the Churches to the Nation on 
Social, Political, Religious, and Economic issues of PNG 
as per following quote:

… Dedicated in bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ 
to all people, to Promote Ecumenism, Encourage 
Cooperation, Dialogue between churches, speak out issues 
of Human Development, Social, Political, Economic and 
Religious issues in PNG, to be a focal point of all churches 
and liaise with Government, International Partners and 
Non-government Organizations in issues of relevance.

“

“
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I was asked by the General Secretary of the PNG Council of Churches to provide this forward of which I am humbly thankful to give, 
especially as we are faced with unpreceded situations.

When a Disaster strikes, what do we do? Do we run away, or do we face it? This is a big question we need to ask and find answers for.

The Theology of Disaster Resilience Response core statement is: “PREPAREDNESS IS AN ELEMENT OF DISCIPLESHIP FOR A RESILIENT 
COMMUNITY” (Theology of Disaster Resilient in Climate Change) which to me is a key answer to the queries about life in times of crisis 
such as in the time of the Covid-19 Pandemic.

Resilient Community Practice is a Way Out. It can drive out Fear and embrace Hope built up by the practice for Survival and living on 
thereafter.

Many experiences we have gone through already in life up to now and so far, the issue on Corona Virus (COVID-19) should remind us that 
whilst we take care, we must live with the virus. It is by living with and monitoring it that we experience the full knowledge of the virus 
impact and learn how to respond to it and prevent ourselves from being infected or infecting others.

Though new to us but like other sicknesses, let us Face it and Fight it. We must beat the spread of this virus. It must not bring fear 
amongst us but we must embrace each other and live by rules and regulations set down by the Government through well informed 
Health Advise.

I am in full support of the Handbook produced by the PNG Council of Churches which includes technical messages, theological messages 
on the vaccine and other information’s of relevance and encourage all churches to use this as a handbook to use in addressing the 
COVID-19 vaccine roll-out program.

Rev. Arua Morea
United Church PNG

Foreword
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Sir John Cardinal Ribat
Chairman - PNG Council of Churches

I am Sir John Cardinal Ribat. I was knighted by the Queen for services to the Church and 
Community and was appointed by the Vatican as a Cardinal to represent the Catholic 
Church in PNG and the Pacific Region.

I am happy to be one of the first Church Leaders to receive my first and second Covid-19 
Vaccine shot recently because I believe it is our Christian duty to show our Love for one 
another and to do our part in the current Global effort to saving ‘Lives’ during the time of 
the Covid-19 Pandemic.

Our Great God in his wisdom has blessed the World’s Leading Scientists with amazing 
knowledge that has advanced Scientific research and development of Vaccines in order 
to protect the lives of men, women and children from Covid-19 viral infections that have 
caused great misery and death all around the world in the recent times.

As Chairman of the PNG Council of Churches, representing the Seven Mainline Churches 
in Papua New Guinea, I have given my undivided support for the use of the COVID-19 
Vaccine as a Safe, Effective and Lifesaving provision by God for the protection of our 
people during the unprecedented times of Covid-19 Pandemic.

I wish to encourage all our Leaders and members of our Christian Fraternal to strongly 
advocate for and support the National Covid-19 Vaccination rollout program in PNG to 
protect and save lives of others.

PNGCC Chairman’s Message
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My name is Reverend Roger Joseph. I have been a Minister of God for the last 44 years 
and currently serving as the General Secretary of the PNG Council of Churches.

The Covid-19 Pandemic has taken PNG through a prolonged and an unprecedented 
experience which according to John 10:10a is like “The thief [which] only comes to steal, 
kill and to destroy….”

Following massive worldwide infections and deaths caused by the virus, the World’s 
leading Scientists with the support of WHO and other very credible organizations were 
finally able to produce a vaccine that could identify the virus in the body and inform the 
immune system to react to the virus. Again, as reminded by John 10:10b that Jesus has 
“Come that [we] may have life, life in its fullness”. Isn’t this God’s divine intervention, 
using Science to provide protection for human race?

I, as the General Secretary of PNG Council of Churches, in support of the Church Leaders 
of the Mainline Churches agree with the advice from credible, recognized and reputable 
medical experts that all COVID-19 Vaccines are safe.

General Secretary’s Message

Reverend Roger Joseph
General Secretary
PNG Council of Churches
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Introduction
In line with the directive from the SOE Controller, the government, and National Department of Health for citizens to be vaccinated 
against the COVID-19, the Papua New Council of Churches have thrown their support behind COVID-19 vaccine and the national 
rollout program.

The PNG Council of Churches (PNGCC) has declared its support for COVID-19 vaccines as a safe, effective and lifesaving tool to 
protect people and commit its members to supporting the national vaccination rollout program as a way to protect our population 
from sickness and death due to COVID-19.

The PNGCC regrets that a lot of misinformation is being circulated through social media that is leading to hesitancy of the public 
to get the vaccine, thereby endangering the lives of millions of our people in PNG. While we acknowledge this as the rights of 
individuals, we want to stress that rights do not go alone but comes with responsibility.

Having thoroughly examined the issues relating to COVID – 19 Vaccine from theological, cultural, social, academic, media, and political 
perspectives; and having analyzed the doubts and suspicions that were raised; and believing in God as the giver of life, the church 
leaders under the Papua New Guinea Council of Churches support the vaccine as the safest way to protect life from COVID-19.

PNGCC would like to acknowledge the extraordinary support provided by the National Department of Health, the Australian 
Government through the Church Partnership Program, UNICEF, World Health Organization, and New Zealand Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade (MFAT) to protect the lives of Papua New Guineans from COVID-19.

The PNG Council of Churches pledges its complete support to assist the government of Papua New Guinea and local communities to 
address community concerns, to work with all parties to ensure that all people are reached and vaccinated consistent with the PNG 
National Deployment and Vaccination Plan for COVID-19 Vaccine, and to advocate strongly for additional health and social welfare 
initiatives to improve the lives of all people.
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World Council of Churches

Rev. Professor Dr Ioan Sauca
WCC Acting General Secretary

Religious leaders of all faiths play a critical role 
in sustaining public trust in health authorities 
and service, as well as in the approved vaccines 
themselves. As a Christian faithful, it is our duty 
and moral obligation to publicly challenge rumors 
and myths and help people access the facts. 
While moral and ethical concerns also loom over 
vaccine access and distribution practices, we 
must take up responsibility and advocate for what 
is right from a medical, ethical and human rights 
perspective,

“

“
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What is Covid-19?
COVID-19 is an infectious disease caused by a new coronavirus, which has not been previously 
identified in humans. Coronaviruses are large family of viruses found in both animals and 
human. Coronavirus can spread easily from person to person.

How does Covid-19 spread from person to person?

Like other respiratory disease when a person has COVID-19 they generally 
experience symptoms like the flu. It mainly spreads from:

1.    Through small participles that are released when a sick person 
coughs or sneezes, small droplets are released and, if you are too 
close, you can breathe in the virus. These droplets can land on 
objects and surfaces around the person such as tables, doorknobs 
and handrails. People can become infected by touching these 
objects or surfaces, then touching their eyes, nose or mouth.

2.    If a person touches surfaces where the virus has landed and then 
touch their faces. This is because the virus can enter a person’s 
body through their eyes, nose, or mouth.
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What is Vaccine and why are they important?

l   Vaccination helps prevent certain incurable diseases, like polio and rabies, and controlling highly contagious disease, like measles.
l    Vaccinations prevent up to three million deaths every year. Thanks to vaccinations, smallpox was eradicated in 1979, and polio will also be eradicated 

soon. In Papua New Guinea, for example have recently undergone polio mass immunization campaigns due to the country, whom was formerly 
polio-eradicated, saw the emergence of new cases.

l    In addition to personal immunity, a vaccinated person becomes a “brother keeper” by breaking the chain of transmission, thereby protecting others 
from infection.

l    While practice of immunization is not mentioned in the Bible, the Bible DOES mention of ancient means of controlling the spread of disease, like 
isolating infected people or prohibiting the eating of sick or dead animals. These methods were inadequate to contain disease that were fatal or 
very dangerous.

More than 20 Vaccines are approved by the World Health Organization:

l    Childhood vaccinations: These are the majority of vaccines. They are given to children from birth and should be competed in the child’s first 24 
months, according to each country’s immunization program. They are also called basic vaccines, and include polio, pertussis, and measles vaccines.

l    Women’s reproductive health vaccinations: Anti-tetanus vaccine is given to women during pregnancy, and HPV vaccine is given to pre-adolescent 
girls to protect against cancer of the cervix. To enhance protection to women, boys can also receive the HPV vaccine.

l    Outbreak vaccinations: These are only given during disease outbreaks (e.g., cholera).
l    Occupational vaccination: These are given only to people who are at risk due to their occupation, for example, anti-rabies vaccines for veterinary 

workers.
l    Post-exposure vaccinations: These are given only to people who have been exposed to risk, (e.g., anti-rabies vaccine after a dog bite).
l    Travel vaccinations: These are only given to people travelling to high-risk areas (e.g., typhoid ad yellow fever vaccines)



5

Getting Vaccinated can help prevent 

getting sick from Covid-19

l    Vaccination is a simple, safe, and effective way of protecting people against harmful 
disease before they come into contact with them.

l    Because of the global threat of COVID-19, scientists around the world have worked 
together to develop vaccines that protect against severe illnesses and deaths from 
COVID-19.

Why Vaccinate?

l    Vaccination uses your body’s natural defenses to build resistance to specific infections and makes your immune system stronger.
l    Vaccines train your immune system to create antibodies, just as it does when it’s exposed to a disease
l    Getting vaccinated is a safe and cleaver way to produce an immune response in the body, without causing illness.
l    Research has also found that getting vaccinated reduces the risks of illnesses, therefore people can continue working to earn an 

income for their families.

Covid-19 Vaccination is a safer way to build protection 
against the Covid-19 Virus
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Getting a Covid-19 Vaccine...
l    Will help create an immune response in your body against the virus
l    May help keep you from getting severely ill, even if you do get COVID-19.
l    Vaccine save millions of lives each year through a simple method. Vaccines teach your body to recognize specific 

germs and how to fight it off.
l    When you get a vaccine, your immune system responds by recognizing the invading germ, such as the virus, and 

producing antibodies, the body’s natural defenses. If you are then exposed to the virus in the future, your immune 
system can quickly fight it. For COVID-19, these vaccines provide the best protection against becoming seriously ill 
from COVID-19.

l    Since the earliest Chinses and Indian 
methods of inoculation, the methods of 
vaccination have become routine. But a 
closer look reveals a strange logic. The 
cause becomes the cure.

Safety of Covid-19 Vaccine is a Top Priority
l    There are different types of COVID-19 vaccines, however they all work to 

minimize the severity of illnesses from COVID-19.
l    COVID-19 vaccines hold the same safety standards as other vaccines and 

are approved by the PNG regulatory body.

Covid-19 Vaccination help Protect You from Covid-19



7

Who is most likely to get sick?

Those who are most at risk of being infected with COVID-19 include:

u   Healthcare Workers:  Most at risk of getting the diseases because of their jobs.

u  Other Frontline Workers:  Such as airport workers, quarantine facilities staff, police forces and some other essential workers are priorities as tier 
jobs bring them into contact with people from different places and so they have a higher risk of exposure to the virus.

u  Older adults: Older adults are at significantly higher risk of developing severe illness or even death if they get COVID-19.

u  Individuals with existing Health conditions:  People with existing health conditions, like hypertension, asthma, heart disease, tuberculosis, 
PLWHIV and people living with a disability are at significantly higher risk of developing sever illness or even death if they get COVID-19.

Why should Christians be Vaccinated?

l    While trusting in God’s providence, we, as humans, take precautionary measures. This does not negate our faith in the sovereign God, but affirms our 
place as significant actors in God’s plan. As Christian, we take vaccines as precautionary measures, which are themselves provisions of God, as a 
demonstration of our trust in and gratitude to God.

l    There are, sadly, also myths and misinformation about harm caused by vaccines. This has led to a resurgence of diseases in communities where they 
had in the past been well controlled.
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Are Vaccines Evil?
l    Concern as to whether vaccines may be evil or unethical stem from narratives about how some vaccines were developed, suspicious about the 

financial interests of vaccine manufacturers, and the need to defend personal freedom of choice in light of public health interventions.
l    Admittedly, we continue to benefit from inventions and discoveries made in the past that sometimes-used methods that would not meet today’s 

scientific and ethical standards.
l    We received them confident in our Lord’s grace that transcends history. Moreover, several key scientists and physician have made monumental 

advances in vaccines being inspired by their faith in God. Risks are either rare or small when judged against the severity of the diseases. With every 
major vaccine, extensive testing is done by public regulators, universities or private laboratories before it is sanction to be used.

Why the Role of Church Leaders for Vaccination is Important?
l    Pacific church leaders including the PNG Church Leaders, have been providing moral and emotional support to different people in their localities.
l    The current pandemic requires leaders who are pragmatic, modest and efficient. Leadership is one of the key ingredients to fighting the pandemic; 

our leaders need to make their decisions counts!
l    Church leaders can help people to access accurate information about vaccines, and combat misinformation and myths that may cause people to 

avoid vaccines to the detriment of their health and the health of their children.

Simple Vaccination Message: ’Do to others, what you want them to do to you’
l    None of us want to be infected by COVID-19.
l    None of us want to be the one that brings it on to someone else.
l    Any risks with vaccination are minimal, compared to the risks that follow from the infection from the actual disease, which obviously, is such a 

strange and difficult one.
l    Part of our mission as the Church is to promote healing. This is because of the mission of Jesus Christ that included healing.
l    We must do all we can to protect people from COVID-19 and other potentially fatal diseases. It is our duty to exercise the influence trusted upon 

us, beyond the pulpits in our local churches.
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Media & Mediums
Two Streams of Media that are effectively used today to disseminate News and Information in the World are;

1.  The Mainstream Media: Under the Mainstream Media there are two main categories of Communication.
l   Print Media - Newspapers and Magazines.
l   Electronic Media - Radio and Television.

The Mainstream Media is a source of reliable News and Information through Print and Radio Broadcast that is governed by Communication Policies 
that are based on Christian Values of integrity, credibility, reliability, transparency, accountability and honesty. The News Reporters are highly trained 
Media Personal and must be well qualified in Journalism before they are engaged in any notable Mainstream Media Outlets.

 l    The Editorial Process - One of the most important functions of the Mainstream Media is to ensure that all Newsrooms maintain a very strict 
Editorial process to uphold high standards in News reporting and to deliver a highly credible and reliable News services daily to its target 
audience. This Editorial process maintains a very high standard of Journalism and professional integrity to foster a good corporate image of its 
various Media outlets and the organization they represent like the NBC.

2. The Social Media: With the advancement of Communication technology, a new and exciting phenomenon known as
the Social Media was introduced into the Media Industry by late 1990’s which redefined the way Information was transmitted, censored, managed and 
disseminated to the masses. Social Media has not been able to effectively control or censor the flow of information through Mobile Phones and the 
different forums that are available for the public to access such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, WhatsApp etc.

 l    The Editorial Process There is no strict Editorial process or effective system used by Social Media to filter or censor mass information flooding 
the Social Media, so there is no way the users can be safe guarded from misinformation, misconceptions and conspiracy theories etc. that is 
accessed by the masses and given this scenario it is important to educate yourself on how to distinguish the difference between what is Truth 
and Error.

The Way the Truth and the Life – John 14: 6 - As Christians we are compelled by our Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ to search for the right WAY, to establish 
the TRUTH and when you have established Truth it will guarantee your LIFE in its fullness. That’s a sure Promise…….
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Accurate information 
around COVID saves lives

Some Key Facts on Covid-19 Vaccination
43.3% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 5.95 billion doses have been administered globally, and 
29.05 million are now administered each day.
Only 1.9% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose.1

Benefits of Covid-19 Vaccination
• Reduction of pressure on the healthcare system.
• Reduction of overall COVID-19 severity and mortality.
• Re-opening of society.
• Disease Elimination

1 Source: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations - Statistics and Research - Our World in Data accessed 21-Sept-2021
Image source: https://www.who.int/news-room/spotlight/let-s-flatten-the-infodemic-curve accessed 21-Sept-2021
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Theological Messages on Covid-19 Vaccine
Reflection of Protection: Isaiah 58: 6-12
V6.   Is not this the fast that I loose: to losses the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?

V7.   Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide 
yourself from your own skin?

V8.   Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord 
shall be your rear guard.

V9.   Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing 
of the finger, the speaking of evil,

V10.   If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light 
shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.

V11.   The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your 
bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters 
never fail.

V12.   Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

Reflection on Protection: Numbers 21: 4-9
Numbers 21: 4-9 recounts a story when the Israelites were in the midst of the Exodus. Suffering 
from thirst and hunger in the wilderness, a new threat emerged. They encountered poisonous 
snakes with deadly venom. What to do? The lord told Moses to fix a serpent to a pole. When a 
serpent bit someone, they should look to the serpent on the staff, and they would be healed. The 
cause becomes the cure. Today a snake on a pole is a symbol for the medical profession. This 
caduceus is symbol of healing.
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Reflection on Protection: John 3:14-16

l      The Gospel of John (Jn 3: 14-16) does not miss the parallel between the caduceus and Jesus 
being lifted up on a tree. The cross is the sign of cosmic healing for all who look upon Christ 
and remember. But a closer look reveals that Jesus’s message of healing also operated by a 
strange logic.

l    Religious and social laws of the day demanded that the sick or “impure: be kept at a distance. 
In an honor/shame system, a touch of impurity would contaminate the pure. But Jesus 
proclaimed a message of mercy, where a touch of grace heals and restores all that wounded. 
The gospel upended the exclusionary logic of purity laws that lead to despair with the foolishly 
hopeful logic of love that holds in order to heal.

Reflection on Protection

l     For a year, we have embraced the strange logic, that the cause of our grief, physical distancing, 
is part of the cure that can protect one another. As the prophet Isaiah recalls, our self-limitation 
is a holy fast that can lighten the burden of suffering with the knowledge that our restrain 
protects our neighbor. This strange logic even brings hope in the form of a vaccine where a bit 
of the cause becomes the cure. Now we seek the wisdom to distribute these vaccines to the 
most vulnerable, ensure just and equitable access, and sensitize people to the importance of 
remembering safe preventive practices until we see this journey through.

l    As we find our way through this wilderness to the day when we can safely gather again, may 
we look to the one fixed to the cross and remember the holy and healing logic of life that 
comes through self-giving (Source: WCC).
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I am My Brother’s/Sister’s Keeper!
Genesis 4:9-10 - Am I my brother’s/sister’s keeper?

 Cain’s question:
 l   He knew the truth but denied it as if God did not know what he had done.
 l   A pretense of innocence
 l   Result of Sin/Guilt
 l   Denial of responsibility to be your Brother/Sister’s keeper - irresponsibility

  Cause of Cain’s Irresponsible Response (Genesis 3):
 l   Adam and Eve’s simple disobedience degenerated into Cain’s irresponsible action.
 l   A simple disobedience has a way of growing out of control.

Mark 12: 28-31 - The Greatest Commandment
 l    If the greatest commandment, is Love, the greatest sin would be to Hate. Hate is the result of irresponsibility, ignorance, envy, prejudice, 

discrimination, stigma, etc.
 l   In the context of the Commandment of love, we turn irresponsibility and pretense into responsibility and compassion and concern.

 ’’I am my brother’s/Sister’s keeper” is a flip of Cain’s irresponsible question:
 l   It is a Statement of Obedience and responsibility
 l   It is a Statement that enables Christians to understand the mysteries of love:
 l   Its width (far reaching)
 l   Its length (far beyond the horizons)
 l   Its Height (sourcing from God)
 l   Its depth (beyond human comprehension – (see also Eph 3: 16)
 l   Love of neighbor is a Christian Command of responsibility - to Love, to Care, and to Protect.
 l    Love is resilient because it has a transformative effect. It transforms sympathetic actions into an empathic response.

  Christians have a social responsibility to be keepers of our neighbors. We OBEY to be responsible. Our disobedience is a sign of irresponsibility, a 
beginning of the way to grow out of control.
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Further Readings: The Truth will set you free

John 8: 31-32: “Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. And you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Respecting / Obedient to people in Authorities
1Peter 2: 13-17: “For the Lord’s sake, respect all human authority-whether the king as head of state, or the officials he has appointed. Fear God, and 
respect the king. Romans 13: 1-7: “Everyone must submit to the authorities. For all authorities comes from God, and those in positions of authority have 
been put there by God. Anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will be punished. So be respectful and 
obedient to those who are in authority.”

Faith and Action goes together
James 2:14-16: “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked 
and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed 
for the body, what does it profit? Thus, also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

God and Sickness
The fact is that Covid-19 is real. Science and Faith must work together and complement each other. Life in fullness is about learning the truth in God, 
and accepting the reality of the Knowledge of Science to humanity through God. And accepting Covid-19 Vaccine as a gift from God to humanity. This 
reflects in Jeremiah 8:22, 30:13 and 51:8 talks about the balm (ointment, oil, or cream) as a remedy to heal and cure sickness.

Social Responsibility
1 Corinthians 12:26 “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” This paragraph explains the concept of 
how humanity is connected. If we view this passage in relation to the Corona Covid-19 Pandemic-no one race or country can be isolated because we 
are all connected. A pandemic in one part of the world will affected the people in other parts of the world.
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Church Leaders Support of Covid-19 Vaccination
The proven success of Covid-19 vaccination in the world with 99% reduction in COVID-19 deaths because of high vaccination rates in the world with over 2 
billion people vaccinated against COVID-19; and trusting in the safety and efficacy of COVID-19 vaccination to protect PNG populace from Covid-19, PNG 
Council of Churches develops this Theological Messages to give Hope and Trust, and to Build Obedient and Resilient Communities, communities 
without fear, with faith in God, and accepting the reality of Medical Science intervention in producing the Covid-19 Vaccine and recognizing the Vaccine 
as Gods wonderful provision in saving Humanity.

PNG Heads of Churches signing the Declaration in support of the Covid-19 Vaccine and its safety for the Vaccination of All Papua New Guineans
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Rev. James Bhagwan - General Secretary. Pacific Council of Churches (PCC)
“If, as Christians, we are committed to loving God with all our heart, soul, strength and mind and our neighbor 
as ourselves; if we proclaim life in abundance for all to possess in its fullness, our response to the COVID-19 
pandemic must demonstrate this.

Our care as God’s people for God’s people means we must take every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others. We pray for the patients, their families and our frontline workers and for 
their health and safety. At the same time, we put our trust in the knowledge and skills with which 
God has gifted our health workers-doctors, nurse and health staff. And we follow their directions.

My wife and I received our first does of the #AstraZeneca vaccine to not only protect ourselves, but 
as our responsibility towards our family, coworkers and community.

Whatever you think about or who you blame for COVID-19 or the motives and conspiracies etc, 
vaccination is important.

But willingness to be vaccinated is only part of the equation, it is important that there is vaccine 
equality and those communities and groups who urgently need vaccines have access to a full 
vaccination program.”

PCC GS Rev. Bhagwan and CWM Pacific Secretary Rev. 
Nikotemo Sopepa getting vaccinated in April with Oxford-
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine.

Church Leaders Championing Covid-19 Vaccination
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Sir John Cardinal Ribat - Chairman, 
PNG Council of Churches (PNGCC)

Sir John Cardinal Ribat words on COVID-19 Vaccine;
As faithful Christians we cannot simply ignore the Lords Greatest Command 
to love one another as Jesus Christ first loved us and gave his Life on the 
cross for our sins.

We are compelled by the great sacrifice Jesus made for us to follow
in his footsteps and l to lead by his example by giving hope, love and 
compassion to those who need it the most especially during the Covid-19 
Pandemic.

Love for God and our Fellowmen should be our central Theme in the fight 
against the Covid-19 Pandemic and therefore it is very appropriate for us 
to take time to prayerfully reflect on the thought for the Good Health and 
wellbeing of others to enrich our Christian experience in a World that is 
troubled by many voices, misinformation and misconceptions.

’Love for God and our Fellowmen 
should be our central Theme in the 
fight against the Covid-19 Pandemic’

Sir John Cardinal Ribat receiving his Covid-19 Vaccination
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Reverend Roger Joseph 
- General Secretary, 
PNG Council of Churches (PNGCC)

Rev. Roger Joseph emphasis the importance of COVID-19 Vaccine;

As a Church Leader, I made a bold decision to receive my first vaccination 
shot on Friday 28th May, 2021 in the belief that God has given me that 
exclusive power of choice to exercise my faith in God who alone gives 
fullness of Life.

The fullness of Life spoken of by the Gospel, speaks of living in well 
informed, organized and mutual relationships with our fellow men. In other 
words, the Gospel is a social gospel and Christians have a Social obligation 
towards creating harmonious, conducive, healthy, organized, informed and 
resilient communities.

In deciding to take the vaccine as a Leader, I play my Social obligation by 
prayerfully taking the vaccine, first of all, to help prevent the virus from 
spreading and growing within our Communities and secondly, my Bible 
informs me in John 15:13 that; “The greatest love one can have for his friends 
is to lay down his life for them”.

This is a bold act of Love one needs to take to create a balance of Harmony 
in our own Christian journey as we do our utmost to follow in the steps of 
our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ in the face of a Global Pandemic.

It is my prayer that you too will make a commitment to uphold your social 
obligation to serve the people in these unprecedented times. May God 
Bless You.

’In deciding to take the vaccine 
as a Leader, I play my Social 
obligation by prayerfully taking 
the Vaccine’
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Moderator Reverend Bernard Siai 

-- United Church of Papua New Guinea 

(UCPNG)

I am Reverend Bernard Siai, Moderator of the United Church of Papua New 
Guinea. As a Leader I decided to make sure that the Church is Safe and 
encourage people not to fear about what is happening or the Covid-19. 
When the news of the Vaccine came it was a Joy to me because I know and 
I believe it will be a help to our people. Vaccine now given to people should 
not be something that we fear but it should be something that we accept 
because it will help us. I believe God has actually blessed us, given Wisdom 
to people to come up with the Vaccine. I will go for it, I will also take my wife 
to take the Vaccination.

The Leadership of the United Church and the People of the United Church 
and even the whole Country, everyone of us…. I want to encourage you that 
receiving the Vaccine is the way to go. Paul in the Bible was referring to 
Luke as a writer of the Gospel and actually an Apostle, as a Doctor. There 
were people already practicing Medical Science in the Bible. So, in the Bible 
there are people like Luke who was a Doctor and there are other scriptures 
in the Bible where you can find that Faith and Science worked together. 
Frontline workers, the Life and future of our Nation is in your Hands…..
Police, Defense Force and Teachers, you also deal with people. The Bible 
says, ‘You Love God, You Love others. If you Love yourself, you should also 
Love others. So, if you Love yourself make sure you show Love for others by 
getting Vaccinated.

So, if you Love yourself make 

sure you show Love for others 

by getting Vaccinated’.
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Bishop Anton Bal, President of 
Catholic Bishops Conference 
PNG/ Solomon Islands

I am Bishop Anton Bal, Bishop of the Arch Diocese of Madang and President 
of the Catholic Bishops Conference PNG and the Solomon Islands.

There were negative opinions, some Social Media Propaganda giving some 
negative publication on the Vaccine. Some of us Leaders from Madang 
decided to come and get vaccinated so we can tell our people about the 
Vaccine and also to clear that confusion. If I don’t get vaccinated and if I 
get the Corona Virus, I don’t want to be the one that’s giving Virus to people 
coming to me for good reasons and also to tell people that the side effects 
they’re talking about is not true. It can be pre-medical conditions.

The Roll out of the AstraZeneca vaccine is Safe and you can receive it. So 
many good people have invested their time, energy and resources into 
trying to find a Vaccine that will work for everybody. We are now using 
donated vaccines and it is free, but after sometime it might cost us to be 
vaccinated. This is a Gift to us and we must receive it in good Faith. As 
Parents we have a responsibility to our Children. In the same token, as 
Leaders we have a responsibility to our people who have entrusted us to 
a position of Leadership and we have to encourage our people. Encourage 
our Children, our Family, our communities that this vaccine is an effort to 
deal with the Covid-19 Pandemic.

If I don’t get vaccinated and if I 

get the Corona Virus, I don’t want 

to be the one that’s giving Virus 

to people coming to me for good 

reasons’
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Emma Ilau Sebea 
-- President of the PNG Christian Women

My name is Emma Ilau Sebea. I am the President of the National Christian 
Women in Papua New Guinea. I have a daughter and a Son who got Vaccinated 
and I asked my Son, how did it feel when he received his first Vaccination and 
he responded, ‘Oh just a little dizziness and it went away’. With the second jab 
he said it was just normal. According to Dr. Esrom Daoni when he spoke that 
there where a lot of Vaccine out there but there were very few people coming 
forward to receive the Vaccine. Where are the People? We must understand 
that God gave knowledge to Scientists as well so they developed a Vaccine to 
help people. The Israel Nation has the highest number of people who received 
the Vaccine and it immediately reduced their death toll. So, if they went ahead 
and took the vaccine as a Nation, why not PNG. And that really convinced me 
today and I am not hesitating to raise my hand up to get vaccinated.

Hosea 4:6 talks about, ‘Lack of knowledge, people Perish’. The people are 
scared, there is fear in them because of the lack of knowledge about the 
Vaccine. My message to the front liners, to the Nurses and Doctors, I am 
encouraging you to please take the vaccine. We must understand the need 
to be saved. God gave Wisdom and Knowledge to Noah who built the Ark and 
the door was open but people laughed at him, they said all sorts of things 
but when the day came when the door was shut, they were knocking on the 
door and calling for help but no help came. In the same way the vaccine is 
here to help us and we must understand that this is God given Wisdom and 
knowledge – Wisdom from above. If the Prime Minister of this country has 
been vaccinated and Medical Doctors are taking it, what are you fearing 
about? I have raised my hand up and have been vaccinated for the sake of my 
people. myself and my Family’s safety. We all need to get vaccinated as well.

In the same way the Vaccine 

is here to help us and we must 

understand that this is God given 

Wisdom and knowledge - Wisdom 

from above’.
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Pastor Malachi Yani -- President of the 
Seventh Day Adventist Union - PNG

My name is Pastor Malachi Yani. President of the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church in PNG. I have the honor to speak to our citizens in this Country 
especially on the Covid-19 Vaccine. It is important for you to know that 
Vaccines can save your lives and not only concerning yourself but it can 
save lives of others as well. Your responsibility is also a concern not only 
for yourself but also the Lives of others as well. That sets a statement on 
the Covid-19 which is very clear that we are here to interpret One; Science 
as well as Faith. Sometimes when Science fails. We know a story in Luke 
chapter 8, that talks about a woman who was sick and looking for a 
Physician and could not be healed. Science sometimes we know can fail 
but at the same time we know that God gave us the ability to learn and 
to explore and this is the Gift of God for Medical Science to come up with 
drugs or medicines so that we can be able to find help.

The SDA Statement on Covid-19 is very clear and that we are for it, we are 
not against it. There is no Biblical evidence that says that getting help from 
Medical people is wrong and against what we believe. Therefore, on behalf 
of the Seventh Day Adventist Church I would like to encourage especially 
Front liners, Nurses, Doctors and people who are in responsible positions 
throughout PNG and our Common people, Our Church members and 
everyone to be Vaccinated or should be Vaccinated because it is very, very 
important. And this is my appeal to everyone, I believe God will help us save 
many lives in this country so that while we are strong, we can be able to 
save our own people in this Country.

And this is the Gift of God for 

Medical Science to come up with 

drugs or medicines so that we can 

be able to find help’.
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AstraZeneca Vaccine
Age group: ≥18 years

Dosage: 2 dose schedules, 
each dose is 0.5 ml
Dose interval: Between 8-12 weeks,

Efficacy (efficacy is % reduction in 
disease incidence in a vaccinated 
group compared to an un-vaccinated 
group under optimal conditions)

66.7% preventing 
Symptomatic Covid-19

100% preventing Severe Covid-19 
and Death

PNGCC General Secretary Rev Roger Joseph and Staff Members after receiving their Vaccination

What to expect when Vaccinated?
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Are there Side Effects after Vaccination?
After getting a COVID-19 Vaccines, you may have some side effects.

These side effects are normal signs that your body is building protection and generally go away after a few days.

The most common side effects include:
l   Pain where you received the injection
l   Fever,
l   Muscle pains,
l   Tiredness
l   Chills
l   Headache
l   Pain
l   Diarrhea

Continue to Practice the Covid-19 Prevention Measures after Vaccination Covid-19 vaccines are highly effective at 
preventing severe disease and deaths from Covid-19.

However, it is too early to know how long these vaccines will provide us protection and whether the prevent us spreading the virus to others.
This is why it is important that we all continue to follow the recommended public health safety measures, like covering our cough and sneeze, 
cleaning our hands regularly, wearing a mask, if recommended, and staying at home if feeling unwell.
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COVID-19 Vaccine Myths & Facts2

2 Sources: covid19_vaccine_common_myths_and_misconceptions.pdf (un.org) and Myths and Facts about COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC Accessed 21-Sept-2021

Myth – Can receiving a COVID-19 vaccine cause 
you to be magnetic?

Fact – No. 
Receiving a 
COVID-19 vaccine 
will not make 
you magnetic, 
including at the 
site of vaccination 
which is usually 
your arm. COVID-19 
vaccines do not contain ingredients that can produce 
an electromagnetic field at the site of your injection. 
All COVID-19 vaccines are free from metals.

Myth – ‘The Covid-19 Vaccine contains a Live 
version of the Virus, so you can actually get 
infected from the virus’

Fact – Covid-19 Vaccines will not give you Covid-19. 
Sometimes this process can cause symptoms such 
as fever. These symptoms are normal and are a sign 
that the body is building immunity. It typically takes 
a few weeks for the body to build immunity after 
Vaccination.’

Myth – ‘Covid-19 Vaccines are
not affordable for the Public

Fact – ‘Covid-19 vaccine will
be administered to the people
of PNG for FREE by well-trained 
Health workers.

Myth – ‘Do COVID-19 vaccines contain 
microchips?’

Fact – No. COVID-19 
vaccines do not 
contain microchips. 
Vaccines are 
developed to fight 
against disease and are not administered 
to track your movement. Vaccines work by 
stimulating your immune system to produce 
antibodies, exactly like it would if you 
were exposed to the disease. After getting 
vaccinated, you develop immunity to that 
disease, without having to get the disease first.

Myth – ‘The Vaccines are 
pointless unless everyone 
takes them’.

Fact- ‘If you are protected through 
Vaccination, this means, there is 
a reduced risk of developing the 
illness and the consequences 
regardless of who else is 
vaccinated. Getting vaccinated 
may also protect people around 
you. This is particularly important 
to protect those around you who 
are at increased risk for severe 
illnesses from Covid-19, such as 
Healthcare providers, older or 
elderly adults and people with 
other medical conditions’.

Myth – ‘If you have already had Covid-19 
and recovered, there is no point in getting 
vaccinated’.

Fact – ‘People who had gotten sick from 
Covid-19 may still benefit from getting 
vaccinated. Due to the severe Health risks 
associated to Covid-19 and the fact that re-
infection with Covid-19 is possible, people are 
advised to get a Covid-19 Vaccine even if they 
have been sick with Covid-19 before’.
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Covid-19 Vaccine MYTHS & FACTS

Myth – If you already had covid-19, you 
do not need to be vaccinated

Fact- Even if you have already had 
COVID-19, WHO recommends that 
individuals be vaccinated. The protection 
that someone gains from having COVID-19 
will vary from person to person, and it is 
also not known how long natural immunity 
might last. Those who have previously had 
COVID-19 infection should still receive 

Myth: Vaccines were developed too 
quickly without proper research and it is 
not safe.

Fact- There are strict protections in place 
to help ensure the safety of all COVID-19 
vaccines. Before receiving validation from 
WHO and national regulatory agencies, 
COVID-19 vaccines must undergo rigorous 
testing in clinical trials to prove that they 
meet internationally agreed benchmarks for 
safety and effectiveness.
Unprecedented scientific collaborations 
have allowed COVID-19 vaccine research, 
development, and authorizations to be 
completed in record time – to meet the urgent 

Myth – Covid-19 Vaccines are not safe 
and cause serious infections.

Fact- Covid-19 Vaccines have gone 
through rigorous Clinical trials and in many 
countries to make sure they are safe and 
effective. Millions of people around the 
world have been given Covid-19 Vaccine. 
Some people will experience mild side 
effects after receiving the vaccine. This 
is a normal sign that your body is working 
hard to develop protection against 
Covid-19. Serious allergic reactions are 
extremely rare 

Myth – When I get my Covid-19 Vaccine, 
I can stop wearing masks and Socialize 
more often

Fact- Fully Vaccinated people should continue 
to wear masks, stay at least 1.3mtrs apart from 
other people and should continue washing their 
hands regularly with soap and water.

Myth – Natural immunity is better 
than vaccine immunity

Fact- Vaccines allow your body to build 
immunity without the damaging effects 
the actual diseases can have. COVID-19 
can cause serious complications and 
can be deadly. There are no specific 
treatments for COVID-19. It is far smarter 
to avoid the risk.

Myth: Will a COVID-19 vaccine alter 
my DNA?

Fact - No. 
COVID-19 
vaccines do 
not change or 
interact with 
your DNA in 
any way. Both mRNA and viral vector 
COVID-19 vaccines deliver instructions 
(genetic material) to our cells to start 
building protection against the virus that 
causes COVID-19. However, the material 
never enters the nucleus of the cell, 
which is where our DNA is kept.
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Situation in Papua New Guinea
As of 21-September 2021

Total confirmed COVID cases in PNG May to September 2021

Source: https://ourworldindata.org/ Collected 21-September-2021

Source: https://covid19.info.gov.pg/ accessed 21-Sept-2021
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Efficacy of Vaccination
Vaccines work at significantly reducing the likelihood of infection or hospitalization. The research below from the CDC shows the impact of vaccination 
on both infection and death from COVID.

The sudden rise in cases in June is driven by the increasing prevalence of the Delta variant in the United States. On 1 May none of the detected cases 
were of the Delta variant, however by the end of the study the Delta variant represented 88% of all new infections.

This graph shows the infection rates of persons who are unvaccinated (black line) vs those who 
have been vaccinated (blue line). You can see those who are unvaccinated are six times more 
likely to become infected in the COVID.

This graph shows the death rates of persons who are unvaccinated (black line) vs those who 
have been vaccinated (blue line). You can see those who are unvaccinated are many times 
more likely to die of COVID. Leaving their families with a emotional and financial hole.

Source: Griffin JB, et al. SARS-CoV-2 Infections and Hospitalizations Among Persons Aged ≥16 Years, by Vaccination Status DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7034e5
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CHURCH LEADERS SUPPORT FOR COVID-19 VACCINE

PNG HEADS OF CHURCHES AND CHRISTIAN WOMEN LEADERS AT THE COVID-19 VACCINE AWARENESS CONFERENCE- Gateway Conference Room in Port Moresby 
- Thursday 17th June 2021
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Churches Standard Operating Procedures for Covid-19
Measures to follow:

1.   COVID is Real.
2.   Be obedient to authorities as a fundamental Christian responsibility and ensure to relay true and reliable information on COVID to 

members.
3.  If you feel sick, don’t go to church.
4.  Spread the worship services throughout the day, strictly observing current Church Gathering measures as imposed by the SOE Controller.
5.  Maintain health protocols: eg. Mandatory wearing of face masks
  Use of hand sanitizer
  1.5-meter social distancing
  No shaking of hands or hugging
6.  Encourage and develop Online services
7.  Develop devotional messages of hope and NOT fear for members, using social and print media.
8.  Strictly control or discourage crowd gatherings after services.
9.    For Conferences and workshops ensure to limit the number of participants according to the current Public Gathering measures as 

imposed by the SOE Comtroller.
10.  Strictly discourage large crowd crusades, conferences and rallies.

Note:  1.     We each have our Christian Faith that determines how we act and behave. But let us not 
forget that God uses commonsense to impart hidden wisdom. Let us therefore be resilient.

 2.   If you feel suspicious of COVID symptoms like dry cough, sore throat, fever, difficulty in 
breathing, feel free to call the COVID – 19 Toll-Free number: 1-800200 or go to nearest 
hospital for a test.


